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by spinning for half an hour. God ever dwells among the poor. If
We seek swaraj as much for the poor as for ourselves, it is the duty
of every Congressman to spin. If thousands look upon spinning as
a religious duty and perform it, the poor will ply the spinning-wheel
to supplement their income, A lot of effort, haphazard and half-
hearted, goes waste. Spinning is the only work which does not go
waste. Whatever effort is put into it becomes fruitful. Yarn spun in
five minutes can also be sold. But cloth woven in five minutes or
cotton carded during the same time cannot be marketed. More-
over, if millions of people engage in professions like weaving, etc.,
their product could not be sold. If millions take to spinning, then
alone can the people's demand be met. If thousands of men and
women spin with a sense of religious obligation, khadi would become
fine and inexpensive. Within six months we can collect large quan-
tities of fine, well-twisted yarn.
It is possible to argue that admitting into the Congress only
those who spin would keep out of it a large number of persons.
The fact is that even now there are only a few names on our registers*
Gujarat perhaps has a larger number than any other province.
And here we have less than 20,000 members.   There are 50 tahsils
in Gujarat.   There is not one Congress member in about half of
them.   I think the conditions in other provinces are worse. More-
over, these names become known only on two occasions.   Once
while collecting four annas and next while seeking their votes.
The committee does not assign any other solid work to them.
We wish to enrol servants of the people on, the registers of the
Congress.   Such servants alone can convert the Congress into a
people's forum*   Even if We enrol four crores without any stipu-
lation, what purpose can it serve?   Instead, if we   enrol four
lakhs who spin, the Congress would become a vigorous organ
for serving the people, by pooling together half an hour's labour
and a little cotton from these four lakhs.   The bringing together
of these four lakhs by the Congress every month is not a small
thing; but contribution of a little  cotton   and   half an hour's
labour at home is a small and simple thing-   A little labour and a
small contribution by many is likely to endow people with strength
to produce massive results.   That is why I consider my suggestions
valuable.   And whether the Congress approves or not, I do wish that
Gujarat should start acting upon them wlwtanly.   Any province or any
tahsil which acts in this manner will, in a short time, discover the
beneficial effects of the activity.
Does it mean that the non-co-operators will halt their non-co-
operation?   No one should raise this doubt.   Those who believe